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8 x 5.875” 
Deliver Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space and should show the finished 

project clearly.

5.25 x 5.875” 
Discover/Design/Refine Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space.
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Process

DEFINE
Delaware Auto Show and to illustrate 
the idea of the upcoming event. I had 
researched three different approaches to 
this problem.

DISCOVER

To start, I choose theree different books, 
Classic Text, Anime, and Structures. What 
inspired me most was the Classic Text.  
Although this may have been done in the 
past. I choose to focus my text around the 
car.

DESIGN

I ended up choosing the Classic Cars idea 
for nostalgia. The feel of a time long since 
gone. Matching old school type with the 
Classic Car, the hardest part was placement 
of type at the bottom of the design. 

REFINE

The only problem I had was positioning 
the text, with timeI found a solution. 
The only feedback I got was that my first 
attempt was stronger than the second. 
Most of the time spent on this one was the 
type and its placement.

Design Sparks   
Visual Communications I

PROJECT 

CLASS DESIGN SPARKS



8 x 5.875” 
Deliver Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space and should show the finished 

project clearly.

5.25 x 5.875” 
Discover/Design/Refine Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space.
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Process

DEFINE
My target client were adults and the 
problem was to sell an idea without 
revealing the cans contents. Describe the 
audience, the form, the specs, and the 
limitations. Include any details that will 
help explain the assignment.

DISCOVER

The process began as in class sketches. 
What inspired me was a phrase Can of 
Whoop Ass.  It had been done before, 
but not the way that I did it. Others had 
choosen to convey enlightenment, love, 
and such, but mine was a type of warning.

DESIGN

I did only one design that I felt was the 
strongest and ran with it. My design 
focused on action in the middle while 
outside the action looked more like a 
money motif.

REFINE

I did not run into any problems, but only 
had to define the center a little more. 
Everyone liked the idea and outcome. I do 
believe I had met the challenge.

Tin Can Salesman

Visual Communication I

PROJECT 

CLASS TIN CAN SALESMAN



8 x 5.875” 
Deliver Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space and should show the finished 

project clearly.

5.25 x 5.875” 
Discover/Design/Refine Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space.
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Process

DEFINE
For Illustration I, was to illustrate and 
animal with a lette for Barnes and Noble 
Book Sale event. The audience was 
children and we also had to provide black 
and white images for the kids to color. 
Size limits was 6x6 inches, free range of 
medium.

DISCOVER

first we did a series of sketches and then 
worked in the letter. I was inspired by an 
Orca, much like those at Sea World. I am 
not aware if it had been done before, but 
was rather pleased at the Outcome.

DESIGN

My sketch was strong, and then I had put 
color to it using Photoshop. I decided to 
show the Orca jumping through a hoop, 
again showing an action scene that 
worked out very well.

REFINE

The only major problem I had with this was 
the color, due to the detail in the drawing. 
The feedback I had gotten was that it was 
successful, however I was asked to remove 
the ocean, for it was a distraction.

Animal & Letterform 

Illustration I

PROJECT 

CLASS ANIMAL & LETTERFORM
                 



8 x 5.875” 
Deliver Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space and should show the finished 

project clearly.

5.25 x 5.875” 
Discover/Design/Refine Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space.
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Process

DEFINE
This design was for Illustrtion I, a 
Snowboarding Design contest. The design 
had to embody or emulate the genre and 
be unified both top and bottom. We had to 
download a template of the outline and fit 
our design to it. 

DISCOVER
I began with and initial drawing, inspired 
by the Sapporo Snow Festival in Japan. 
Many approached the idea from a skaters 
point of view, however I remained true to 
my direction .

DESIGN
I decided to draw from Japanese influence. 
I choose this style to fit the direction of 
the drawing. I had drawn a Koi along with 
a Shogun Castle. I struggled with the 
placement of the art withing the given 
template.

REFINE
The castle was too complicated, so 
that was changed to a temple arch. The 
feedback I got was excellent. The challenge  
was fitting the art into the template.

PROJECT  

CLASSSNOWBOARD DESIGN



8 x 5.875” 
Deliver Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space and should show the finished 

project clearly.

5.25 x 5.875” 
Discover/Design/Refine Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space.
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Letterform Expression

Typography I

PROJECT 

CLASS 

Process

DEFINE
For Typography I, we were asked to select 
a word and draw it in a expressive way. 
I used Zen to express my process and 
approach. We were also asked to explain in 
type, the meaning of the word we used.

DISCOVER

Very simply, made a series of line sketches 
and picked the strongest one. Inspired by 
the concept of Zen, the word seemed to 
flow like water. The focus was on simplicity 
and expression, in combination of the 
image and text used in the composition.

DESIGN

After having made so many, I choose one 
and made subtle changes which appeared 
to work best with the background that 
would reinforce the idea .

REFINE

Upon the final phase of the work,the  
defination that had bee typed in was 
getting lost in the mix. So I had to 
reworked the shading to allow the 
defination to be seen more clearly without 
to much strain on the eyes of the viewer. 

LETTERFORM EXPRESSION



8 x 5.875” 
Deliver Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space and should show the finished 

project clearly.

5.25 x 5.875” 
Discover/Design/Refine Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space.
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New Yorker Cover Design

Illustration I

PROJECT 

CLASS 

Process

DEFINE
For Illustration I, we were asked to create a 
cover design for The New Yorker. It had to 
be of a contravercial topic and to use the 
current holiday motif. It also had to have 
the strip down the left side and the header  
text of the publication.

DISCOVER

Again, started to sketch a scene and ran 
with the idea to it conclusion. Inspired by 
contravercial topic, I choose Thanksgiving 
leaving New York, and others did much the 
same, highlighting Goverment folly.

DESIGN

This perticular design is an all ink design. 
Perhaps the only difficult part of this was 
the placement of the type, which was 
suggested by Alexi. 

REFINE

The challenging part of this design was 
developing character drawings of the 
turkeys with their own expressions. I got 
favorable feedback I not only met the 
challenge, but exceeded it far and above 
my own expectations.

THE NEW YORKER COVER DESIGN



8 x 5.875” 
Deliver Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space and should show the finished 

project clearly.

5.25 x 5.875” 
Discover/Design/Refine Phase 

Image(s)
This can be one large image or multiple images.  

Either way, your images should fill  
most of this space.
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Process

DEFINE
For Vis. Com I, we were given an 
assignment to combine images along with 
a minimal ammount of text. Eight steps 
from the begining to its end. 

DISCOVER

Started off by drawing eight images, 
showing how to light a match What 
inspired was the simplicity of the idea. 
May or may not have been done prior, not 
sure. I was pleased as to its success. Others 
had embarked on long winded examples, 
which deviated for the simple aspect. 

DESIGN

I stuck to my initial idea, and illustrated 
lighting a match, keeping in mind of the 
simple and effective nature. Keeping the 
text clear and percise. Color was used in 
minimal fashion to show the step from 
begining to end.

REFINE

To my best knowledge, I believe that this 
approach was successful. The feedback 
that I recieved confirmed that contension. 
Illustrating a clear progression, using little 
text and color worked well for me here.

Simon says

visual Communication I

PROJECT 

CLASS SIMON SAYS LIGHT A MATCH



JEFFREY C. TOY
The most important thing that I learned was to keep 
my ideas and artistic approach simple. . One of the 
strengths I have is drawing or designing type by hand.  
I would like to capitolize on is how to work more 
effectively with the Adobe product line and to focus 
more on the idea of simplicity in design. Right now 
I am considering the possibly of going to MICA.   My 
initial goal to teach has not changed, in fact it has 
grown stronger. I would like to add to my portfolio 
redesigning bad signage that exists inb Wilmington.

JCurtisToy@wordpress.com




